Application No. 10/665,555 

Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 -4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A dry-cleaning machine for performing a drying process 
whereby hot air is supplied into a drying tub containing laundry articles washed with a 
solvent, and an air exiting from the drying tub is cooled to liquefy, condense and recover a 
gasified solvent contained in the air, comprising: 

(i) a water separation unit for removing water from a mixture of the liquefied 
and condensed solvent and the water to recover the solvent with a high level of purity, where 
a coalescer type of filter is used as the water separation unit, wherein th e ooaleso e r typ e of 
filt e r allows th e solv e nt to pass through th e fib e rs of the filter m e mber, whoroas th e wat e r is 
cond e nsed into large drops and th e wat e r drops ar e coll e ct e d at th e bottom of th e tank. the 
water separation unit including 

a tank for storing the mixture, the tank having an inlet port located in 

its upper part for introducing the mixture; 

a filter member immersed in the mixture stored in the tank, where the 

solvent is stored in a solvent storage chamber defined on one side of the filter member 
o pposite to the mixture, and the filter member allows only the solvent contained in the 
mixture to pass through into the solvent storage chamber, the filter member comprising a 
plurality of fibers, wherein the coalescer type of filter allows the solvent to pass through the 
fibers of the filter member, whereas the water is condensed into large drops and the water 
drops are collected at the bottom of the tank 

(iO a solvent recovery pipe with its upper end located in the solvent storage 

chamber: and 
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(iii) a drainage pipe connected to a bottom part of the tank, including: 

a vertical part for bringing the water from the tank to a level 

higher than the bottom part of the tank, and 

a horizontal part located downstream of the vertical part, where 

the highest point within the horizontal part is lower than the upper end of the solvent recovery 
pipe. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The dry-cleaning machine according to olaim 6 x laim 5, 
wherein the solvent is a silicone solvent, and a difference in level between the horizontal part 
of the drainage pipe and the upper end of the solvent recovery pipe is determined 
corresponding to a difference in specific gravity between the silicone solvent and the water. 

8. (Original) The dry-cleaning machine according to claim 7, wherein the 
horizontal part of the drainage pipe is provided with a hole leading to an ambient air. 

9. (Original) The dry-cleaning machine according to claim 8, wherein the hole is 
connected to the upper part of the tank by a vent pipe. 



